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REMOTE ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES — CLOSURE 

200. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s claim today that he has never lied in 25 years in politics and his statement to the rally this 
morning in which he said, “No Aboriginal people will be forced from their communities.” Does this now mean 
that all of those communities will keep the essential services, including power and water, required to allow them 
to remain open? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
I welcomed the Aboriginal protest group. As I said to the several hundred people there, there is no doubt that 
Aboriginal people are going through a great struggle—a struggle for their identity, their culture and their 
association with the land. I respect that. I also made the comment that I have a job as Premier, and I have 
a responsibility to every man, woman and child in this state. I effectively said to the community groups outside 
Parliament House that if they were to put themselves in my shoes — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Some of them listened. I have a responsibility—indeed, we all share a responsibility—to 
ensure that children go to school. We have a responsibility to ensure that people in this state—all citizens—have 
good health, good education and an opportunity to work and live a fulfilling life. That is true. I believe it. I wish 
we had it for everyone. We cannot deliver that to 273 Aboriginal communities. Where is the employment 
opportunity? I said that children—little girls and little boys — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Midland, I call you to order now for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I also made the point that little boys and little girls have a right to be safe. They have 
a right to have a protected childhood and to grow up as happy children. I do not think that members opposite can 
rise to that debate. A significant number of people stopped heckling and listened—not the majority, but 
a significant number. I invited the Aboriginal people to join the government in improving the condition — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I am calling you to order for the third time. I have been very lenient 
with you today. Please do not disturb the debate again. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I asked the Aboriginal people outside to join the government and the community in 
improving the condition of Aboriginal people, the safety of children and their opportunities for the future. 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Aboriginal people will not be prevented from going to their lands or going to their 
communities. 

Mr M. McGowan: From going to their lands? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: They will not be prevented from staying in their lands. Those communities—273 of 
them—are not sustainable into the future. They cannot look anyone in the eye and guarantee the safety of little 
boys and girls. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro! I am getting the wall of noise again. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: In 2013, there were 39 cases of gonorrhoea in Aboriginal children. 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the second time. We are making very poor 
progress today. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: These 39 cases were in children aged from 10 to 14. We are seeing sexually transmitted 
diseases in children aged from 10 to 14. How many cases of gonorrhoea are there in the wider community? 
There are none—not a single case. If members opposite think that I as Premier or the Minister for Health as 
Deputy Premier will sit by and let those children be abused, they are so wrong. We will not do that. We will not 
abandon those children. 

Several members interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Thank you, Premier. Have you finished? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, can I just — 

Point of Order 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Mr Speaker, you commented that question time is not progressing very well today. 
Perhaps the Premier could address the question that was asked, which was simply: does this now mean that all 
those communities will keep the essential services needed to keep them open? I would have thought a yes or no 
was enough to quickly answer the question. I think you are being far too lenient with the Premier. 

The SPEAKER: Premier, can you direct your remarks through the Chair, please. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: That education, health, neglect and abuse of children — 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you to order. 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That is the responsibility that I have as Premier and that we should all share. I ask the 
Aboriginal people to join us to try to improve the condition, particularly the health and the safety, of Aboriginal 
children. Is there something wrong in doing that? Is there something wrong in saying that we have to face the 
reality? There are 273 remote Aboriginal communities. The majority of them are very, very small—10, 15 or 
20 people. We will not be able to provide what young children need in those communities and provide for their 
opportunities in life. There is no ban on people living there, but the provision of services of the right quality will 
not apply into the future for all those communities. But nothing will change quickly. Nothing is going to change 
for months, perhaps years, but we will work progressively with those communities and we will make other 
investments to make those communities viable and sustainable, to protect children and to improve health and 
education. That might mean that, in 10 years, there are not 273 remote communities, but I pray to this day that 
there are safe and healthy children. 
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